


ONLINE
CHURCH DIRECTORY

We want your photo!

Make sure your photo is in the FPC
online directory by following these
steps:

1. Visit instantchurchdirectory.com

2. Click on the blue "Member Sign
In" button.

3. Use your church-connected email
as the username
a. First time signing in?
Click “Create Login”.

4. Click "Edit My Family" to upload
photos and update your
information.

Alternatively, ask the Hospitality
Ministry Team after worship on
Sunday or reach out to
churchadmin@fpclincoln.org.

The directory allows you to view
church friends, and find information
about FPC staff, birthdays,
anniversaries, and morel

.

Do you have good news to share

with the congregation? Have an

idea for an article? Want to wish
someone a happy birthday?

Email Maria at
%\communications@fpclincoln.org!
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GET INVOLVED

Monthly Book Club
Book Club meets on the 3rd Friday of the
month at 9 am in the Welcome Center.

Bible Study
First Presbyterian has three women’s
groups that meet monthly to nurture
women’s faith through prayer and Bible
study. Join us -

Circle 1-1st Wednesday of the Month,
10 am, Carlene Millers Home

Circle 2 - 3rd Thursday of the month
1:30 pm, Eastmont

Circle 3 - Afterwork Bible Study, 4th
Monday of the month. 5:30 pm, Zoom

Men's Bible Study meets every Tuesday at
8 am for breakfast and discussion in Rm
107.

Knitting Group
We meet on Sundays at 3 pm in the
Welcome Center. All supplies are provided,
or you’re welcome to bring your own!
Beginners and experts alike are welcome.

Prayer Shawl| Ministry
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry Team works
individually from home and makes knitted
prayer shawls to give to people to wrap
them in prayer in times of need, and to give
to people on the occasion of their baptism.

Coffee Host
After Sunday worship, the Hospitality
Committee serves coffee and treats. We
are looking for more volunteers to assist in
this time of fellowship.
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

Property

Work continues across the church campus to maintain
and improve building safety, accessibility, and shared
spaces.

The Property Committee recently approved updates to
the east entrance stairwell door after the Lincoln Fire
Inspector confirmed that only new crash bar hardware
is needed rather than full door replacement.

Outdoor projects are also moving forward. Weekly
lawncare work nights continue, weed and feed
treatments were completed in early May, and repairs
to sprinkler heads along F Street are being explored.
The committee is also researching outdoor furniture
options for the newly accessible courtyard space.

Several larger projects remain under review. The
sanctuary HVAC system may move from computer
controls to a simpler thermostat-based system,
pending a bid from Cerris. The committee is also
exploring options for ongoing fire alarm system issues
after receiving a proposal for a major system
replacement.

Looking ahead, early conversations are beginning
around the church’'s upcoming Centennial Celebration,
with planning and budget discussions expected in the
months ahead.

Mission Outreach and Social Justice

The Mission Outreach and Social Justice Committee
continues to support local and regional ministries
through giving, advocacy, and hands-on service.

Recent support includes $3,000 to Nebraska Wildfire
Relief, $500 for McPhee School hygiene supplies,
funding for Good Trouble speakers, a Clinic with a
Heart partnership, a Pride Festival table, and a table
for the Mayor's Interfaith Prayer Breakfast on May 7.

Committee members also participated in Justice in
Action briefings and continue support for that
partnership.

Upcoming opportunities include the April 30 Justice in
Action meeting, where strong church attendance is
encouraged, and volunteer needs for the Pride Festival
on June 12. Help is also needed placing First
Presbyterian stickers in McPhee School books through
the church office.

Stewardship & Finance

Financial planning and transition work continue as the
committee prepares for the months ahead. At the May
meeting, members reviewed Session goals and
priorities, discussed upcoming budget timelines, and
began preparations for budget communication with
ministry areas.

The committee also welcomed Jackie Sturm as its
newest Session elder representative.

Several operational updates were addressed, including
discussion surrounding the Arts for the Soul fiscal year
and the transition following Pastor Sue's retirement.
The committee recommended keeping the 2027 Arts for
the Soul budget unchanged at this time.

Additional conversation focused on improving financial
processes during the transition to Harmony Accounting
Services. Areas under review include financial policies,
committee responsibilities, budgets, and yearly reviews.

The committee also approved an update to how Arts
for the Soul Square transaction fees are handled,
simplifying  accounting and reducing  volunteer
workload. The next meeting is scheduled for June 4 at
5:30 p.m.

Sudanese Ministry

The Sudanese Ministry continues to grow and build
strong connections within the church community. Three
families have recently begun attending the 12:30
worship service and are considering becoming
members of the congregation.

A major focus this season has been the Thok Nath
language program for children. Twenty students are
now registered for classes, with the goal of helping
younger generations communicate  with  family
members and relatives in Africa who do not speak
English. Leaders are encouraged by the students’
enthusiasm and progress.

To help support the program, the ministry has also
begun fundraising efforts to purchase a minivan for
transportation to and from classes. A fundraiser held on
March 21 was successful, and another event is being
planned for late August or early September.

The ministry remains grateful for the continued support
and shared worship life at First Presbyterian Church.



COMMITTEE UPDATES

Music

Celebration Sunday on May 10 brought together many
of the church’s musical groups for a joyful morning of
worship, including children, choir, bells, brass,
percussion, and organ. Regular choir and bell
schedules are now wrapping up for the season, with
summer music opportunities beginning soon.

Summer choir and bells will continue throughout June,
with rehearsals held before worship each week. New
singers and ringers are always welcome to join and
give it a try.

Arts for the Soul concluded its season on April 25 with
conservation photographer Michael Forsberg, drawing
about 260 attendees. Work is now underway on grant
reporting for the Nebraska Arts Council, while planning
continues for the 2026 to 2027 Arts for the Soul
season, which will mark the program’'s 20th
anniversary.

Arts for the Soul also once again participated in Give
to Lincoln Day as support continues to grow for future
programming.
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Personnel

Staffing transitions continue as the church prepares
for changes in administrative roles and supports
smooth operations across ministries.

At the May meeting, the committee hired Jennifer
Crowley as Church Administrator, beginning May 22.
Brittany Panozzo was also concluded in her role as of
April 29. In addition, Cheryl will coordinate updates
with the Board of Pensions and 403(b) provider to
remove Sue from participation effective May 31.

Several administrative processes are being updated to
improve clarity and efficiency. Training is underway for
payroll  processing, leave tracking, credit card
approvals, and transition support for the new
administrator.

The committee also recommended updates to key job
descriptions. The Custodian role will increase to 27
hours per week and add support for videography and
sound equipment, while removing building safety
monitoring duties. The Church Administrator role will
be set at 30 hours per week and revised to shift
payroll submission responsibilities.

Annual review planning and ongoing operational
support remain on the committee’s upcoming agenda.

Focus on the FPC Foundation
- The Andelt Fund

By Nate Van Meter - Foundation Board Member

Many people will remember that Carolyn and Melvin
Andelt were active members of FPC for many years. |
remember meeting Mrs. Andelt when | first started
coming to FPC in the late 1990’s. One of Melvin’s many
contributions to the church was serving on the
Foundation Board from 1975 until his passing in 1983.
As a way of honoring Melvin after his death, Carolyn
made a contribution to the Foundation for the purchase
and maintenance of the cast iron fountain that is in the
courtyard of the church. The fountain is a beautiful and
lasting tribute to Melvin. The Property Committee has
been working to revitalize the courtyard and part of that
effort will be to get the Andelt fountain back up and
running. The great news is that through Carolyn’s
thoughtful gift to the Foundation, funds are available to
help make that happen even after all of these years.



COMMITTEE UPDATES & MORE

As summer begins, many of our education and
fellowship ministries are moving into a new season
while continuing to stay active and connected.

Children’s Sunday School wrapped up on May 17 and
will return September 13. Youth Fellowship also
concluded its weekly gatherings for the school year,
with plans to resume September 16. Before then,
students will head to Estes Park, Colorado, June 4 to 9
for the summer mission trip, serving communities in the
surrounding area.  Additional  summer  mission
opportunities at the Diaper Bank and Food Pantry are
also being planned.

Adult education continues through the summer as the
Hebrews class prepares to launch “Summer Bible Blitz,”
a series exploring a different book of the Bible each
week. Daily “Year Through the Bible” devotions are also
continuing.

Intergenerational fellowship remains a priority, with
upcoming Third Sunday gatherings including a beach
party-themed evening on June 21 and a youth mission
trip presentation on August 16.

Care ministry also continues throughout the summer
through monthly Deacon meetings, hospital visits, and
pulpit support during the pastoral transition.

Kris Brammer also continues to serve beyond the
congregation through leadership with Homestead
Presbytery, participation in the PCUSA General
Assembly, upcoming continuing education at Synod
School, and writing for Presbyterian Outlook.

The Arts for the Soul
2025-2026 season
concluded on April 25
W with Conservation

" Photographer and

. Lincoln resident
Michael Forsberg giving
| a presentation of his

and stories from a lifetime of

photographs
photographing Nebraska and the Great Plains. First
Presbyterian member Walt Schacht also spoke about
2026 being the International Year of Rangelands and
Pastoralists.

Nominating Committee

Work continues to identify and invite members to serve
in leadership roles across the church. The committee
recently reviewed the remaining open positions,
including openings on Session and the Nominating
Committee.

shared additional
potential  nominees, and
conversations are now taking place with those
individuals.  Discernment and recruitment efforts
continue for leadership positions on Session, Deacons,
the Foundation Board, and the Nominating Committee.

Committee members
recommendations  for

This important work helps ensure strong leadership and
broad participation in the life of the church for years to
come.

Pres Recipies

This recipe dates back to Supper Club days. We were
in a group with Jack, and he served this chicken recipe.
Brian and | both loved it. | asked him for the recipe,
and he graciously shared it with me. Years later, when
we had Jac, Shirley, and Ruth over for dinner, this is
what | served. | told them | was serving Jack’s Chicken.
Jack's response was, “it's Suanne’'s Chicken, that's
where | got the recipe”.

So whoever started the recipe, it turns out great every
time. | have shared it with my family, and they also
love it, Brittany will even make it for them. | hope you
enjoy it. Thanks, Jack and Suanne.

Jack’s Chicken

4 chicken breasts

(lusually use chicken tenders; I like the smaller strips)
1 can of cream of chicken soup

(sometimes | use cream of celery)

1 cup sour cream

1 roll of crushed Ritz crackers

1 stick of melted butter

e Place breasts or tenders in a sprayed pan

e In a separate bowl, mix the soup and sour cream

» Plop/spread on top of the chicken

e Sprinkle the crushed Ritz crackers over the top

e Drizzle with the melted butter

o Bake at 325 degrees for approximately 1 1/2 hours
(less time if you use the tenders)



CELEBRATION SUNDAY

Celebration Sunday on May 10 brought together several
meaningful moments in the life of First Presbyterian Church.
During worship, the congregation celebrated the baptism of
Mia Ross Gropp, daughter of Zack and Jessica Gropp,
recognized two graduating high school seniors, and honored
the ministry and leadership of Rev. Dr. Sue Coller on her final
Sunday serving as pastor of First Presbyterian Church Lincoln.

The service also celebrated the
church’s vibrant music ministry,
featuring all the music groups
of the church, including choir,
bells, brass, percussion, organ, N
and the children singing. The

morning  was  filled  with
gratitude, joy, and reflection as
the congregation gathered to
celebrate  these  important |
milestones together.




REMEMBERING HARLEY BAIR:
A LEGACY OF FAITH, SERVICE, AND GENEROSITY

HONORING A FAITHFUL SERVANT AND THE SCHOLARSHIP THAT BEARS HIS NAME

Our First Presbyterian Church family continues to benefit from the remarkable
generosity and faithful stewardship of Harley Junior Bair, a devoted member and
Elder of our congregation for over 60 years. As we reflect on his life and legacy, we
are reminded of the profound impact one person's commitment to faith and
community can have on generations to come.

A Life Well Lived

Harley Bair was born on December 7, 1921, on a farm near Fairmont, Nebraska, to
Harley M. and Gertrude (Plock) Bair. After graduating from Fairmont High School in
1939, he learned the machinist trade while working for his great uncle in Ord. His
skills soon took him to Boeing Aircraft in Wichita, Kansas, where he contributed to the
development of the Boeing B-29 bomber during World War Il

Harley's entrepreneurial spirit led him to establish Bair Machine Company in 1955,
manufacturing shot shell and rifle reloading equipment that was shipped worldwide.
He later founded Bair Investment Company, a commercial real estate development
firm, and became a Nebraska State Real Estate Broker in 1979.

Family: A Foundation of Love

In 1942, Harley married Doris Elaine Green, and together they raised two children,
Gordon and Susan. After Doris passed away following 44 years of marriage, Harley
completed the Doris Bair Memorial Park, a softball facility for girls that they had
begun together—a beautiful tribute to his late wife's memory.

In 1987, Harley married Shirley (Vrba) Shull, who became his partner in both life and
business, continuing to manage the bookkeeping for their real estate operations.
Through this union, Harley welcomed Shirley's children—Cindy, Richard, and Robert
—into his heart and family.

Harley passed away on March 28, 2011, at age 89, after struggling with dementia.
He is survived by his wife, Shirley; his children, Gordon and Susan; his stepchildren,
Cindy and Russ Lloyd of Lincoln, Richard and Kimberly Shull of London, England, and
Robert Shull of Omaha; numerous grandchildren including Amanda Bair, Cynthia Bair
Van Dam, Ashley Mason, Eric Mason, Scott Lloyd, and Jessica Lloyd; his aunt, Alberta
(Plock) Weber of Exeter; and many nieces and nephews.



A Heart for Service

Harley's commitment to service extended far beyond his business ventures and
family life. He was deeply involved in numerous civic and charitable organizations,
including Lincoln East Rotary, Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, the Diplomats (a world
trade organization), LIBA-Lincoln Independent Business Association, George
Washington Masonic Lodge #250 (for over 50 years), Sesostris Shrine, Scottish Rite
Mason, and Lincoln Moose Lodge #17/5.

His philanthropic contributions earned him several distinguished awards, including
the KFOR Vince Aldrich Sportsman of the Year Award (1993-94), the Outstanding
Citizen Award from Lincoln East Rotary (2006), and the Service to Mankind Award
from Gateway Sertoma Club (2007). These honors reflected not just his generosity,
but his genuine commitment to making Lincoln and the broader community a better
place for all.

The Bair Scholarship Fund: Investing in Our Youth
In 1999, Harley and Shirley Bair established The Bair Scholarship Fund at First
Presbyterian Church, creating a lasting legacy that continues to support our young
people as they pursue higher education. The fund's principal is held in perpetuity,
with the income generated each year providing scholarships to students who:

e Have graduated from high school while members of First Presbyterian Church

e Are actively involved in one or more of the youth programs of the Church

e Are pursuing higher education

This scholarship embodies Harley's lifelong commitment to investing in others and his
deep faith in the potential of young people. Through this fund, Harley and Shirley's
generosity continues to open doors of opportunity for our youth, helping them achieve
their educational dreams while staying connected to their faith community.

A Lasting Impact

While we mourn Harley's passing, we celebrate the extraordinary life he lived and the
enduring impact of his faithful stewardship. His legacy lives on through the countless
lives he touched, the organizations he supported, and especially through the young
people who continue to benefit from The Bair Scholarship Fund.

If you know a graduating high school senior who is actively involved in our youth
programs and planning to pursue higher education, please encourage them to
inquire about The Bair Scholarship Fund. Applications and additional information
are available through the church office.

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God's grace in its various forms." — 1 Peter 4:10

The Bair Scholarship Fund stands as a testament to Harley and Shirley Bair's love for Christ, their
church, and the young people who represent our future. May we all be inspired by their example of
faithful generosity.



For the past year and a half, it has
been a true blessing to serve as
your church custodian and, more
recently, to step into the role of
audio/video room technician as
well. Every day, | am reminded
how fortunate | am to work in
such a «caring and respectful
church family. It is an honor to
help maintain a clean, safe, and
welcoming church home for the
wonderful people who make this

congregation so special. Your
‘ An Update on the Upkeep} kindness and appreciation never

go unnoticed, and it makes this
—— ] ANote from the Custodian —— work deeply rewarding.

One of the larger ongoing projects behind the scenes has been the organization and
deep cleaning of the storage and workshop area known as “The Tunnel.” Over time, it
became a space that needed careful sorting, cleaning, and reorganization so it can
better serve the church’'s needs. This has included clearing out unused items,
organizing tools and supplies, improving accessibility, and making the area safer and
easier to navigate. It is a steady process, but progress is being made. The goal is to
create a cleaner, more functional space for everyone who uses it.

Thank you all for your continued support, patience, and encouragement. | take great
pride in helping care for our church and look forward to continuing this work in the
months ahead. It is a privilege to serve alongside such thoughtful and generous
people.

Missed Sunday’'s sermon or want to revisit
a meaningful message during the week?

Check out our Sermon Shots page for SERM.NSHOTS

short, impactful clips from recent sermons

»
at First Presbyterian Church. It's an easy ) (
F

way to stay connected, reflect on the \ irst Presbyterian

message, and share encouragement with CHURCH
others throughout the week. Visit Sermon
Shots at TinyUrl.com/FPCSermonShots



Gracious and loving God,

As summer begins and the days grow longer, we give thanks
for the beauty of your creation, the warmth of sunshine, and the
opportunities for rest, renewal, and connection.

Watch over all who travel in the weeks ahead. Keep them safe
on the road, in the air, and wherever their journeys may lead.
Bring them home refreshed and surrounded by your care.

We thank you for the rich diversity of your people. During Pride
Month, remind us that every person is created in your image
and worthy of love, dignity, and belonging. Help us to be a
church that welcomes fully, listens deeply, and reflects the
inclusive love of Christ in our words and actions.

Keep us connected to one another through worship, fellowship,
service, and prayer. Even amid busy summer schedules, draw
us closer to you and to our church family. Strengthen our faith
and guide us to live with compassion, courage, and joy.

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray,
Amen.
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Where faith is nurtured, curiosity is encouraged, diversity is welcomed, and all are loved.

Did you know? Worship Opportunities
It's easier than ever to make your In-Person Worship Services
Pledge and Per Capita payments 10:00 am - English
online now! 12:30 pm - Nuer

Live Stream Worship Service: 10:00 am
You can even set up recurring payments -

No Login Required! Online Sermon:
YouTube.com/@FPCLincoln
Simply go to
www.onrealm.org/fpclincoln/give Online Worship:

fpclincoln.altarlive.com
We now have Venmo - @FPCLincolnNE
You can also give by text as well by texting Follow us on Social Media:
MissionPossible to 73256 linktr.ee/FPCLincoln

Contact us: FPCLincoln.org | Info@fpclincoln.org | 402.477.6037
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